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and Intoleration also, and hath established UNIVERSAL RIGHT OF CON-
SCIENCE.
Toleration is not the opposite of Intolerance, but is the counterfeit
of it. Both are despotisms. The one assumes to itself the right of with-
holding Liberty of Conscience, and the other of granting it. The one is
the Pope armed with fire and faggot, and the other is the Pope selling or
granting indulgences. The former is Church and State, and the latter is
Church and traffic.
But Toleration may be viewed in a much stronger light, Man worships
not himself, but his Maker; and the liberty of conscience which he claims
is not for the service of himself, but of his God. In this case, therefore, we
must necessarily have the associated idea of two beings; the mortal who
renders the worship, and the IMMORTAL BEING who is worshipped. Tol-
eration, therefore, places itself, not between man and man, nor between
Church and Church, nor between one denomination of religion and an-
other, but between God and man; between the being who worships, and
the BEING who is worshipped; and by the same act of assumed author-
ity by which it tolerates man to pay bis worship, it presumptuously and
blasphemously sets itself up to tolerate the Almighty to receive it.
Were a Bill brought into any Parliament, entitled, "An Act to tolerate
or grant liberty to the Almighty to receive the worship of a Jew or a
Turk'9 or "to prohibit the Almighty from receiving it," all men would
startle and call it blasphemy. There would be an uproar. The presump-
tion of toleration in religious matters would then present itself unmasked;
but the presumption is not the less because the name of "Man" only ap-
pears to those laws, for the associated idea of the worshipped and the
worshipper cannot be separated. Who then art thou, vain dust and ashes 1
by whatever name thou art called, whether a King, a Bishop, a Church,
or a State, a Parliament, or anything else, that obtrudest thine insignifi-
cance between the soul of man and its maker? Mind thine own concerns.
If he believes not as thou believest, it is a proof that thou believest not
as he believeth, and there is no earthly power can determine between you,
With respect to what are called denominations of religion, if every one
is left to judge of his own religion, there is no such thing as a religion that
is wrong; but if they are to judge of each other's religion, there is no such
thing as a religion that is right; and therefore all the world is right, or
all the world is wrong. But with respect to religion itself, without regard
to names, and as directing itself from the universal family of mankind to
the Divine object of all adoration, it is man bringing to his Maker the
fruits of his heart; and though those fruits may differ from each other